Osbourn Park High School

8909 Euclid Avenue
Manassas, Virginia 20111
(703) 365-6500
September 5, 2011
Dear Parents,

I would like to inform you of a fantastic opportunity to help your child improve their instrument skills and have a fun time practicing.  As you know it takes time and commitment to learn to play an instrument.  Students go through various phases including frustration when practicing because they are not sure what the exercise or band music should sound like, they cannot remember a fingering, or simply want to hear how it sounds with the full band.  

We are now using a program in class called “Smartmusic”.  This program gives students instant feedback on how they are doing note by note.  Students and parents get an assessment from the computer which not only records them doing the exercise so they can hear what they sounded like, but it also gives them feedback on the screen in the form of colored markings to indicate what they played correct or incorrect and if they played it early or late.  Along with the feedback on what they played, Smartmusic also gives students a score (you played 58 notes correctly out of 58 for 100%).  This is valuable to parents as you can follow your child’s progress at home.  Another benefit is that Smartmusic also gives students the ability to hear the exercise before they play it, record it so they can hear themselves play it, save recordings as MP3’s to send to family or for themselves such as solo music for private lessons or for solo and ensemble festival.  Students can also send me the recordings to grade saving valuable class time for rehearsal of concert music.  Another benefit is that students can slow the exercise or band music down to help them work music or exercises up to speed.  

Teachers can also get progress reports as students work on exercises.  If the student clicks submit, the teacher will get a summary of what they worked on, how long they spent on it, what their score was, a snapshot of the color coded screen after they played the exercise and a recording is also sent to me if I request it.  This helps me to see what areas they are having difficulty with while at home so we can better help them be successful.  Because students can work an exercise over and over (also known as practicing) and take their tests at home rather than in front of their peers, students feel less pressure and usually perform better if they are not performing a test in class.  It is only when they reach the score they want, they can send it to me and their test is done.  I see nothing unless the student sends it to me by clicking “Submit”.  As an added incentive, students that decide to subscribe to smartmusic  not only do not have to take playing tests in class, but they also do not have to worry about practice charts since smartmusic keeps track of how much time they are spending on their exercises and music from class.  
This program is optional for any student who wishes to subscribe.  It costs $36 per year.  Included in the subscription are many of the technique books on the market.  Smartmusic has nearly all technique books for students in middle and high school so siblings can benefit from this program if they are also in band at a middle school. Smartmusic has over 60,000 pieces of music so there is always great music to play.  This can help your child prepare for a college audition or solo and ensemble festival without the need to find an accompanist. The intelligent accompanist part of the program will stay with you even if you speed up or slow down.  A microphone for your computer is also required.  If you have one already, you are good.  If not you can purchase one when you subscribe online for $19.95 or get one from Walmart, Radio Shack or other stores probably a little cheaper.  
To learn more about this program you can go to:  www.smartmusic.com  and view a short video clip about how it works and what it offers students.  
Musically yours,

Michael Basham

Directions for ordering Smartmusic.

To subscribe simply go to: www.smartmusic.com and click “Order Now” under the student box under the parent video clip.  The next screen prompts you to choose a student subscription for $30 and add to cart.  Click on the instrumental microphone if you need one.  You will then create an account.  Once you create an account and pay with credit card, you will be able to download the program and your son/daughter can start using Smartmusic immediately.  Once you have subscribed, please enroll in “SMARTMUSIC IMPACT” so students can submit tests online.  Impact is free, all you will need to do is enroll in class.  Click on choose a school, Osbourn Park H.S. and then Mr. Basham as the teacher.   Only students enrolled in impact will be excused from practice charts and playing tests in class.  I can then send feedback also to both students and parents using smartmusic and email.

Smartmusic will send a back up CD although you can download it from the website anytime.  Once the program is downloaded, please enroll in class by selecting Osbourn Park HS from the list of schools.  If the school isn’t listed, click “More Schools” and you should see OPHS there.  Then click on my class.  You will receive a microphone and a back up CD with the program will be mailed to you although its easier just to download it from their website.  There is a $5.95 shipping fee to mail the CD.  Please make sure that you download the program to the computer you plan to use the program on as it can only be downloaded to one computer.  Once the program is downloaded, it will automatically activate the subscription.  Upon activation, you are ready to go.  If you wish to take it with you on vacation, the program can be deactivated and activated on a computer at your destination so that your child can practice at grandma’s house during the winter break. They can play our concert for grandma. 
If you have any problems setting this up, please let me know and I will try to help you.  It is very easy so I don’t anticipate any difficulties.  Again, this is optional for all students and offers many benefits to help them improve their skills while also having the benefits especially not having to take a lot of playing tests in class.  Students that elect not to subscribe in smartmusic will need to take all playing tests in class.
Please feel free to contact me should you have any questions.   My email address is:  bashamme@pwcs.edu 
Musically yours,

Michael Basham




LETTER FROM SMARTMUSIC

Dear Parents,

Congratulations on your decision to support your child’s music education! Statistical research shows that active participation in music-making contributes to improved spatial reasoning skills, enhanced math skills, higher SAT scores, and better social skills. Active music-making yields lifelong benefits, and a music education is one of the greatest gifts a parent can give to a child.

Children are automatically drawn to music and excited to start making music. However, kids don’t start making music automatically, and it’s easy for students to become discouraged. Recognizing that music is an integral part of your child’s education, you need to be a source of encouragement and help your child on their path to experiencing the joy of music-making. 

Practice is required to develop nearly any skill, and music is certainly no exception. Motivating children to practice can be a challenge for parents and music educators. Historically, music practice has been something children do alone, and it just wasn’t fun. SmartMusic changes all of that. SmartMusic provides accompaniment every time the child practices; it makes practice fun and far more productive.

SmartMusic is a complete interactive practice tool that provides your child with new opportunities to develop musical skills and have fun in the process. The intuitive nature of the product design is easy for your child to understand and makes it easy for parents to see and hear progress. There is no need to guess how your child is progressing or how to encourage your child in their musical journey.

One of the many features found in SmartMusic is the record feature. Simple in concept and use, this is an extraordinarily powerful pedagogical tool. This is because your child hears what they do wrong much more easily with a recording than they do while singing or playing. Recordings provide an accurate, easy-to-perceive presentation of how your child sounds. When your child is taught to evaluate their recordings for self-improvement and encouraged to do so frequently in their practice sessions, they improve on their own. In other words, the SmartMusic record feature teaches children how to teach themselves. 

Music educators are reporting that students using SmartMusic at home are practicing longer, having more fun, and developing skills fasters. Please see the feature tour for a more complete description of SmartMusic, or simply order SmartMusic today to put your child on the road to musical success.
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Students never practice alone when they have SmartMusic at home. This interactive, computer-based practice system helps students get better faster, and makes practicing more fun. With amazing accompaniments for more than 30,000 titles, challenging exercises, and the ability to record personal CDs, SmartMusic is the future of music learning.

With SmartMusic loaded on a computer, students plug in a vocal or instrumental microphone and begin practicing. They play or sing their part with accompaniment and receive, in real time on the computer, detailed feedback on their performance. Ideal for woodwind, brass, string, and vocal musicians of all levels. 

SmartMusic is your instant backup band that makes practicing fun! Explore this section to learn about the system’s most popular features.

	SmartMusic is your instant backup band

Have you ever played Jingle Bells with a rock band or a symphony orchestra? Or La Bamba with a Mariachi or disco band? Who would have thought you could do that? With SmartMusic, you have an instant backup band right in your practice room. Play songs you know with all kinds of different groups while you learn to play an instrument. Definitely better than practicing by yourself!

Record yourself playing and make your own CD
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SmartMusic lets you record yourself playing with your backup band as accompaniment. You can be the star of your own CD! Hear how you sound, give copies to your parents and grandparents as gifts, and share your music with friends. 

With SmartMusic, anything you play can be instantly recorded and burned to a CD. You can even introduce the song with a voice greeting, and then play to make it even cooler.

Get better, faster
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When you’re learning to play an instrument, it’s not always easy to know when you’re playing a song correctly, especially if you’ve never even heard the song before! SmartMusic helps you get through it.

When you play with SmartMusic, the software follows what you’re playing and shows you on the computer screen how well you’re doing. When you play a note correctly, it turns green on the computer screen, right before your eyes. The notes you miss turn red to help you figure out where you need more practice. Make it a game to see how many green notes you can get.

If you need a reminder on how to play a note, click the note and SmartMusic will show you the correct fingering. SmartMusic is there to help you learn more quickly.

Move at your own pace
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You learn at your own pace when you use SmartMusic. Start practicing slowly until you get the hang of it, and then increase the tempo. SmartMusic puts you in control. If you already know the assignment your teacher gave you, you can move ahead to new songs. Pick any of the hundreds of songs from the other books in SmartMusic and have fun exploring new music! 

Give a great performance
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When you’ve prepared that solo for contest or practiced those chord changes for your solo in the jazz ensemble, you know the feeling – you’re prepared. Knowing how it will sound when you get together with your accompanist, or how the rhythm section will be playing behind your improvised solo, you feel prepared to give them your best performance. That’s the feeling of satisfaction and accomplishment you get from SmartMusic.
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